Trial of Mary Blandy.

immediately to Henley. To this he in a letter replied, that he was
not able to go out at that time for debt, and was fearful if he should
come, the Bailiffs might follow him; his fortune being seized in Scot-
land, for the maintenance of Miss Murray and her child. The debt
that occasioned this perplexity, he said, was near fifteen guineas. I
having borrowed forty pounds of Mrs. Mounteney, to pay off part of
my mother's debts, sent him up fifteen guineas out of this sum; on
which he came down to Henley, and staid some \veeks with my father,
who received him with great marks of affection and esteem.

During this interval, he acquainted me with the great skill of the
famous Mrs, Morgan, who had described me and my father, tho' she
had never seen us, in the most perfect and surprising manner possible.
He further acquainted me, that she had given him some powders to
take, which she called Love-powders. Some time after this con-
versation, my father seemed much out of humour, and said several
unkind things, both to Mr. Cranstoun and me. This induced Mr.
Oan.sioun, when alone with me not long after, to say, " I wish I
could give your father some of the love-powders." " For what?"
said I. "Because," replied he, "they would make him love me."
"Are you weak enough," said I, "to think that there is such a
power in any powders?" "Yes, I really do," replied he, "for 1
took them myself, and forgave a friend soon after; tho' I never
intended to have spoke to him again." This subject dropped for
some days, and no more said of it: but on my father's being very
much out of humour one night, Mr. Cranstoun said, " If I had any of
thc.se powders, I would put them into something that Mr. Blandy
should drink." To which I answered, " I am glad you havo not, for
I havo no faith in such things." "But I have," replied he. Just
before he returned to London, he received a dunning letter. This was
on a Sunday, when my father was at church. I perceiving him to
look dull, begged to know the reason. He said he must leave me
tho next day. On which I asked him what could occasion such a
sudden departure? He then told me he had received a letter, con-
cerning a debt he owed, that he had no money to pay; and that if
ho staid in Henley, the bailiffs might come down in quest of him
thither; and you know your father's temper, said he, if that should
happen. This induced me to desire a sight of the letter; which
having perused,, I immediately gave him the money he \vanted on
this occasion, which amounted to fifteen pounds, and was part of the
sum I had before borrowed of Mrs. Mounteney. This, with the other
fifteen pounds sent him from Henley, made up thirty of the forty
pounds ho had formerly lent my mother. As soon as he had received
this inonoy, ho wrote a letter to his creditor in London, informing
him, that ho would pay him on a day therein mentioned. A few days
after this, he sot out for London, and kept up his correspondence with
mo for several months, not returning to Henley till August 1750. The
morning he. left Henley, my father parted with him with the greatest
tenderness; yet the moment he was gone, he used me very cruelly
on his account. This had such an effect upon me, that it threw me
into hysteric fits. His conduct for some time was very uncertain;
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